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Abstract: This deliverable documents the organization of roundtables 
and workshops held under Work Package 6 of the IoT-ECO 
Erasmus+ CBHE project, aimed at enhancing cooperation 
between universities, professional high schools, and 
businesses in the Western Balkans. The key events took 
place in the week 14-18 July 2025 within the IoT-ECO 
Summer School at UBT’s Dukagjini Innovation Center in 
Pristina, Kosovo, Three Round Tables were organized – two 
in UBT and one in UP. The roundtables gathered academic 
institutions, VET providers, tech companies, and students to 
explore IoT applications, curriculum modernization, work-
based learning, and digital innovation. A major outcome was 
the signing of seven Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
between UBT, as part of the IoT-ECO project Consortium, 
and 7 local companies, formalizing long-term strategic 
partnerships to support joint curricula, internships, guest 
lectures, and digital ecosystem development. 
Additional dissemination activities were held in Albania, 
including visits to a VET school and a center for children with 
disabilities, showcasing the inclusive potential of IoT 
technologies. Two MoUs were signed between UAMD and 
Albanian companies. Nine MoUs are signed in total. 
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Executive Summary 

 

This deliverable outlines the outcomes of the roundtables and workshops organized in the week 

14-18 July 2025 within the framework of the IoT-ECO Summer School, held at UBT’s Dukagjini 

Innovation Center in Prishtina, Kosovo. The events gathered stakeholders from higher education 

institutions, professional high schools, and the private sector to foster cross-sectoral dialogue on 

the future of digital transformation, IoT integration, and green innovation in education and 

industry. 

A key highlight of the event was the official signing of seven (7) Memoranda of Understanding 

(MoUs) between UBT, as partner in the IoT-ECO consortium, and distinguished local tech and 

innovation companies. These formal partnerships serve as a tangible outcome of the project's 

mission to align academic curricula with real-world market needs, support student employability, 

and promote the co-development of digital ecosystems in the Western Balkans. Other 2 MoUs 

were signed between UAMD and Albanian companies. 

Through active discussions, knowledge-sharing, and networking, the roundtable played a pivotal 

role in bridging the gap between academia and industry, ensuring that the competencies taught in 

classrooms reflect the emerging digital and green skill requirements of the labor market. 

1. Objectives of the Activity 

The roundtables and workshop were conceptualized as part of the dissemination and sustainability 

activities under WP6. Within the broader scope of the IoT-ECO project, which focuses on enabling 

green and digital transformation through IoT-based education, this event had the following key 

objectives: 

• Strengthen academia–industry–society collaboration: Facilitate direct dialogue 

between higher education institutions, vocational training providers, and private sector 

actors. 

• Identify skills gaps: Explore the specific needs of the local labor market, particularly in 

ICT, IoT, and sustainability-related fields. 

• Promote the visibility and relevance of the IoT-ECO project: Present ongoing project 

activities to external stakeholders and invite feedback for improvement and relevance. 

• Formalize strategic partnerships: Use the occasion to sign cooperation agreements that 

ensure long-term collaboration beyond the project's lifetime. 

• Support employability and entrepreneurship: Lay the groundwork for internships, 

mentorships, and job placement for students in emerging tech sectors. 

• Encourage joint curriculum development: Align university programs with industry 

needs by involving companies in curriculum discussions. 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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2. Description of the Events 

 

Three Roundtables and In-person workshop on IoT-ECO dissemination were organized in the 

week 14-18 July 2025. 

Date and Venue 

 

Roundtable 1 with Partners and Academics from UBT 

• Date: Monday, 14 July 2025 

• Venue: UBT Dukagjini Center, Prishtina, Kosovo 

• Format: In-person roundtable integrated into the IoT-ECO Summer School 

• Duration: 10:00-12:00 

Roundtable 2 with Partners and Companies and In-person Workshop on IoT-ECO 

• Date: Thursday, 17 July 2025 

• Venue: UBT Dukagjini Center, Prishtina, Kosovo 

• Format: In-person workshop and roundtable session integrated into the IoT-ECO Summer 

Week 

• Duration: Half-day event, 10:00–14:00 

Roundtable 3 with Partners and Academics in UP 

• Date: Thursday, 17 July 2025 

• Venue: University of Pristina, Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, 

Prishtina, Kosovo 

• Format: In-person roundtable session integrated into the IoT-ECO Summer School 

• Duration: 15:30–17:30 

 

Target Groups 

• Academic staff and leadership from UBT and regional universities 

• Representatives of professional high schools and VET institutions 

• Technology companies and SMEs 

• UBT students and alumni 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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3. Structure and Flow of the Event 

The roundtables 1 and 2 commenced with a welcoming address by the Rector of UBT, Prof. 

Edmond Hajrizi, who highlighted the significance of cross-sectoral partnerships in driving 

innovation. He emphasized that real transformation happens when academic knowledge is tested 

and applied in real-world industry environments. 

The session proceeded with short presentations from each participating company, showcasing their 

focus areas, technology solutions, and interest in collaborative models with UBT. This was 

followed by an open discussion moderated by the Faculty of Computer Science and Engineering, 

where the following themes were explored: 

• The need for practical, hands-on training in university curricula 

• Internships as a bridge between academic preparation and market expectations 

• Opportunities for joint research and development in smart and green technologies 

• The role of VET institutions in preparing youth for digital careers 

The In-person Workshop on IoT-ECO was chaired by  the lecturer Saranda Dreshaj from UBT. 

Fifty students attended the workshop. At the end of the In person workshop on IoT-ECO  there 

was a Startup showcase. 

The Round Table 3 was attended by 50 teachers and staff from the IoT-ECO Consortium and from 

the University of Pristina. The Round Table 3 was chaired by the vice dean of the  Faculty of 

Electrical Engineering and Computer Science in UP Prof. Asoc. Dr. Bujar Krasniqi and the head 

of the department of Telecommunications Prof. Dr. Mimoza Ibrani. 

4. MoUs Signed: Building Strategic Alliances 

A major milestone of the event was the signing ceremony of seven Memoranda of Understanding 

between UBT and the following partners – 7 companies from Kosovo, and UAMD signed MoUs 

with 2 Albanian Companies: 

No Company Name Field of Activity Country 

1. BizBase Software Development & 

Consulting 

Kosovo 

2. Bridge X Solutions LLC Digital Innovation & Services Kosovo 

3. Dev Solution ICT Solutions & Training Kosovo 

4. DN Tech AI & IoT Integration Kosovo 

5. iCodik LLC Web & Mobile Development Kosovo 

6. Kreahub LLC Creative Technologies Kosovo 

7. Procurri  Kosovo Lifestyle Services Business Solutions Kosovo 

8. TETRA SHPK IT consulting Albania 

9. PERISO IT consulting Albania 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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Each MoU includes provisions for joint activities such as: 

• Co-design of modules on IoT, AI, and sustainability 

• Hosting of student interns and junior researchers 

• Guest lectures by company representatives 

• Collaboration in organizing tech events and competitions 

• Employment opportunities for UBT graduates 

The signing of these agreements reflects the project's long-term sustainability goals and provides 

a solid institutional framework for continued collaboration. 

5. Key Outcomes and Stakeholder Feedback 

The roundtables served as a dynamic platform for stakeholder exchange, revealing common 

priorities and actionable insights. Among the most discussed themes were: 

a) Alignment of Curricula with Market Demands 

Industry representatives collectively emphasized the need for university programs to integrate 

more hands-on components, particularly in the domains of IoT, software development, and AI. 

Several participants called for modular, project-based learning and highlighted the benefits of joint 

certification programs that carry both academic and professional weight. 

b) Promotion of Work-Based Learning 

All partner companies expressed willingness to host interns and offer mentorship programs, noting 

that early exposure to real-world work environments dramatically enhances employability. The 

companies also welcomed the idea of engaging in the academic calendar through guest lectures, 

company visits, and bootcamps. 

c) Co-Creation of Innovation 

The roundtable sparked early discussions on joint pilot projects focused on digital transformation 

for local businesses and public services. Partners expressed interest in leveraging UBT’s research 

potential to test smart systems in real contexts, including: 

• Smart logistics 

• Energy optimization 

• IoT applications in agriculture and healthcare 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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d) Empowering Youth through VET Engagement 

Professional high schools and vocational educators were enthusiastic about integrating IoT-related 

content into their programs, provided they receive methodological support. They expressed interest 

in collaborating on teacher training, shared learning resources, and joint events where university 

and high school students could interact. 

6. Follow-Up and Sustainability Actions 

Post-Event Engagement 

Since the roundtable, the UBT Faculty of Computer Science and Engineering has initiated contact 

with all seven signatory companies to begin outlining specific actions under each MoU. Several 

activities are now underway: 

• Internship placement plans for Fall 2025 

• Planning of guest speaker series for the upcoming academic semester 

• Curriculum inputs from company CTOs and senior developers 

Future Events 

In response to demand expressed during the event, UBT is preparing to organize a "Digital Skills 

Career Week" in October 2025, which will feature company booths, workshops, and student 

competitions. 

7. Additional Dissemination Activities with VET and Community Institutions 

 

As part of the broader dissemination strategy of the IoT-ECO project, additional awareness and 

outreach activities were organized with vocational and community-based institutions in Durrës, 

Albania. These initiatives aimed to extend the impact of IoT-ECO to wider target groups, including 

young learners and persons with disabilities. 

7.1 Visit to the Community Center for Children with Disabilities – Durrës 

The institution where we did dissemination: Community Center for Children with Disabilities, 

Durres  

The date of the visit: March 4th 2025 

Time: 14:30-15:30 PM 

Aim of the visit: Disseminate the project outputs to the people with special need 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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During the visit the children accompanied by their parents and mentors of the center had the 

opportunity to explore the world of Internet of Things (IoT) and Intelligent Systems through an 

engaging animated educational video. They learned how smart devices function in everyday life 

and how IoT is transforming the world around us. Additionally, they were introduced to the 

fundamental concepts of Digital Twins, a technology that creates digital replicas of real-world 

objects for advanced analysis and simulations. This activity was made possible thanks to the IoT 

ECO project, funded by the European Union, bringing innovation and technological education 

closer to the community—because technology is truly for everyone!  

At the end of te video presentation there was a session of Questions and answers with children and 

the parents. 

 

Objectives of Dissemination 

• Engage local communities in the promotion of green and digital technologies  

• Foster collaboration and visibility at all kind of national and levels. 

 

7.2 Visit to “Beqir Çela” Vocational School – Durrës 

The institution where we did dissemination: Visit to the "Beqir Çela" Vocational School – IoT 

ECO Project  

The date of the visit: March 5th 2025 

Time: 9:40-10:40 AM 

Aim of the visit: To introduce students the advanced concepts of Internet of Things (IoT) and 

Digital Twins. 

Through an engaging animated educational video presented, students had the opportunity to 

understand how smart devices and internet-connected systems influence modern technology 

development and its application across various industries. They were introduced to Digital Twins, 

an innovative technology that creates digital replicas of real-world objects and processes, enabling 

more precise simulations and analyses in engineering and manufacturing. A special focus was also 

placed on energy efficiency, explaining how IoT and Digital Twins can optimize energy resource 

usage in buildings and industries. Students learned how smart technologies contribute to reducing 

energy consumption, managing lighting systems, and optimizing heating and cooling systems in a 

more sustainable and efficient manner. This activity aimed to bring young people closer to the 

latest technologies and highlight the importance of digital transformation in vocational education. 

https://iot-eco.eu/
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The visit was made possible with the support of the IoT ECO project, funded by the European 

Union, bringing innovation and technological knowledge closer to the next generation of 

professionals. 

Dissemination objective: 

The activities are posted in social media and website of the IoT-ECO project and also at website 

of Aleksander Moisiu University.8. Annexes 

The following annexes can be found to this report 

• Annex 1 – Agenda of the event in UBT on 17 July 2025 

• Annex 2 – Photos from the Event  

• Annex 3  – Media Coverage and Social Media Posts  

• Annex 4 – Signed MoUs  

Conclusion 

The three roundtables and the In-Person Workshop on IoT-ECO held in the week 14-18 July  2025, 

at UBT and UP marked a significant milestone in strengthening cross-sectoral collaboration under 

the IoT-ECO project. By fostering dialogue, formalizing partnerships, and identifying actionable 

strategies, the event contributed directly to the project’s sustainability and long-term impact in the 

Western Balkans. 

This model of engagement merging academic leadership, industry innovation, and vocational 

education will serve as a reference point for future events and activities across the consortium. 
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ANNEX 1: Agenda of the event in UBT on 17 July 2025 
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Event Title: Roundtables and Workshop on IoT-ECO: Bridging Academia, VET, Business, and 

Society for Digital & Green Innovation 

Project: IoT-ECO – IoT Green Transformation for Academic Society and Business Oriented 

Ecosystem in Western Balkans 

Date: 17 July 2025 

Location: UBT Dukagjini Innovation Center, Prishtina, Kosovo 

Format: In-person 

Host Institution: University for Business and Technology (UBT) 
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Time Session Title Description Speaker/Facilitator 

10:00 – 

10:15 

Opening Remarks Welcome address and 

introduction to the goals of 

the IoT-ECO project 

Prof. Dr. Edmond Hajrizi, 

Rector, UBT 

10:15 – 

10:30 

The Role of Cross-

Sector 

Collaboration in 

Digital 

Transformation 

Keynote presentation on the 

need for academia-industry-

VET cooperation 

Faculty of Computer 

Science and Engineering, 

UBT 

10:30 – 

11:15 

Workshop on IoT-

ECO 

Chaired by  the lecturer Saranda 
Dreshaj from UBT. Presentation 

of IoT-ECO Partner companies 

present their mission, field of 

expertise, and collaboration 

interests, Startun showcases 

Representatives from 

BizBase, Bridge X 

Solutions, Dev Solution, 

DN Tech, iCodik, Kreahub, 

Procurri 

11:15 – 

11:30 

Coffee Break & 

Networking 

Informal networking among 

participants 

All 

11:30 – 

12:15 

Roundtable 

Discussion 

Interactive discussion on 

aligning curricula with 

market needs, IoT 

implementation in VET, 

internship models, and 

sustainability 

Moderated by UBT 

Academic Team 

12:15 – 

12:45 

Signing Ceremony 

of Memoranda of 

Understanding 

(MoUs) 

Formalization of cooperation 

with 7 private sector 

companies 

UBT & Company 

Representatives 

12:45 – 

13:00 

Open Floor for 

Q&A and 

Testimonials 

Reflections from participants 

and short stakeholder 

testimonials 

Open floor 

13:00 – 

13:15 

Closing Remarks 

& Next Steps 

Summary of outcomes and 

announcement of upcoming 

activities (Digital Skills 

Week) 

UBT Coordination Team 

13:15 – 

14:00 

Lunch & Informal 

Networking 

Light lunch and continued 

discussion among 

stakeholders 

All participants 
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ANNEX 2: Photos from the Event 

Photos from the three Roundtables, the Workshop and the ceremony of WoU signature are 

available. 

The list of participants to the events are available. 

Feedback from all events is collected. 

 

Figure 1 Visit to the Community Center for Children with Disabilities – Durrës 
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Figure 2 Visit to “Beqir Çela” Vocational School – Durrës 

 

 

Figure 1 Visit to “Beqir Çela” Vocational School – Durrës 
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Figure 4 Visit to “Beqir Çela” Vocational School – Durrës 
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ANNEX 3: Media Coverage and Social Media Posts 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19GQmVurqd/ 

https://www.ubt-uni.net/en/ubt-strengthens-academia-industry-collaboration-through-iot-eco-

project-in-kosova/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7354135420839878656 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DMfdjtOtvr4/?img_index=1 
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7354135420839878656
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ANNEX 4: – Signed MoUs  
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